Makeup work
Chapter 1 questions – Heart of Darkness

1.) How would you describe Marlow and his companions on the Nelly? 
Marlow and all of his companions are intrigued and overwhelmed by the European ideology of civilization, and civility.

2.) What view of Modern Western Society do we get from the narrator, and then from marlow?


Generally, we the reader are given the impression that Modern Western Society is a hegemony. Wishing to conquer the world, and claim civilization and advancement, when in truth and actuality, it is for greedy economic purposes. 

3.) Of the europeans we meet in part one, are any of them portrayed favorably? If so, in what way, are the faults of the favorable europeans. (Who's good/Who's bad)

Though one would think that a man of Marlow’s stature would have a main comrade, there are none that are portrayed as favorable. Perhaps, this establishes imperialist thinking. To establish who exactly is good and bad, one ought examine whether a character is in favor of bringing civilization to others, or if one is in favor of economic greed.
4.) What view of the Africans do we get in part one?


Africans are considered incapable of achieving civilization, thus the Europeans view them as unequal, and inferior.
5.) How do we interpret the story that Marlow tells us? (History, 'spinning the yarn'/tall tale, myth) 


The interpretation is historical, however, the details that are embedded in the story show more of a “spinning the yarn” kind of tale. Reasons for this are based on how Marlow portrays everything he says. All of these things are believable, however, Marlow is exaggerating to a certain extent.

6.) Is marlow impartial, and objective? Yes or no?


At this point, Marlow is impartial. He shows no favoritism to any one person, and he also doesn’t show his position on imperialism.

7.) How would you describe Kurtz at this point of the story? (10 words or less)


Kurtz is a mystery, searching for a cause.
8.)Is there a contrast in the attitude towards Nature and the one towards society?


Nature is totally disregarded whereas society reigns supreme.

9.) How would you describe Conrad's style of writing? (romantic?, etc.)

Conrad’s style is somewhat romantic in that it is an escape from neo-classical. Imperialism was never a neo-classical ideology, now, it is. Thus, it is slightly romantic in that it is highly descriptive and develops the character as a dark hero.
What prompted Marlow to tell his story?


Marlow disembarks on a journey, and is highly intrigued by what he sees. He has had a proclivity for the sea and adventure, but this adventure would take him upon none like he’s ever had. Seeing as to how this is so, Marlow wishes to document his journey. He wishes to do this not for others, but himself, and in observations of others, but mainly, differences between civilized and non-civilized.
Chapter 2 questions – Heart of Darkness
01.) What are we to think of the natives (on the steamer and the shore)?

If we look at the natives from Marlow’s view, we are indifferent. At times, we feel a certain brotherhood with them. However, if we view them from the perspective of the trading company, natives are inferior and a nuisance.

02.) How should we interpret Marlow’s opinions about the women?

Because Marlow feels that women should not be included, we are quick to believe, in today’s society, that this is not fair and adequate treatment of women. However, what one must realize is that this is only for the welfare and protection of the females. This was an ideology common and “okay” in imperialist times.
03.) What does he think of his companions on the steamer (both colonial and natives, and helmsman)?

Marlow feels closer to the natives than he does the colonial folk. In actuality, though they are natives, they are seemingly innocent compared to the corrupt money hungry colonial folk. The helmsman, however, is a personal favourite of Marlow’s. He throws a boot off the boat in anger when he is killed. 
04.) What new information do we get about Kurtz?

We come to find that Kurtz is sick, both physically AND mentally. He is different, and going crazy. He has been overzealous, and found a new obsession with the natives.

05.) Why should we believe the Russian?

Like the natives, the Russian is also kindhearted. He has spent a lot of time with Kurtz ever since his wreckage, and has come to know Kurtz while still retaining a good sense of sanity. Thus, the Russian’s statements about Kurtz stand as a legitimate claim.
Chapter 3. Heart of Darkness (due wed.?)

1.) To what does Kurtz’s utterance “the horror” refer?

Kurtz uttered this after having had a vision or a dream. This dream was apparently a very violent dream in reference to society in conflict with native life.
2.) How does the picture of Kurtz change in Part III?

Kurtz is now viewed as a madman. He rejects the European idea of society, or civilization, and thus Marlow believes that he has cut out all 
3.) What 3 words in the book are the most significant to you?

Darkness; River; Natives
4.) What does “Heart of Darkness” suggest about society?

Do you agree with the book’s view?

Heart of Darkness suggests that society is constantly trying to expand, and mainly in 

favor of economic greed. Because of this, I agree with Heart of Darkness’ view. I don’t feel, however, (unlike what the book established) that there is a distinct group of two kinds of people. Civilized, and non-civilized. There are different levels, and thus I feel that the book’s representation does not provide adequate representation of society.
5.) Is the book’s view of society one in which the individual or the society is of more importance? Explain your answer,
According to the book’s view of things, claims to the society being greater are presented. Though this is the main idea, the individual is more important, to the individual. Though, to society, it serves as a façade for justifying the greedy needs of an individual.
