Journal Entry #5
February 10th, 2003

For a job you are familiar with, write a list of guidelines for workers on how they should treat one another.

In a working environment, I believe that there should be a strong sense of community. Thus, I feel that it would be best if there were guidelines that pertained to enhancing the work environment, and a sense of morale and community. Thus, I feel that the following guidelines ought be implemented into a common work system so as to enhance the treatment of others between workers, and employers as well.

1.) The boss is in control, but the boss is not your enemy

2.) Everyone else is your buddy. 

3.) Never ever resort to violence, it only creates more tension.

4.) Lawsuits are not a way of solving matters other than sexual harassment.

These four guidelines are the most essential guidelines, in my opinion, to enhancing the way that workers treat each other. They are skilled artisans, called to work together by God, and therefore, ought to create God’s vision of a peaceful work environment.

Journal Entry #6
February 11th, 2003

Investigate volunteer opportunities in your community.  Write down how any one of these opportunities might help you explore a career.

There are several volunteer opportunities in my community. One of the most prevelant would be volunteer work at a retirement home. There are also other methods, but most all forms of volunteer work helps establish a set mind for working towards the future and a good career. The one form of volunteer work that I enjoy doing most is advocating an anti-tobacco message. It helps exercise my public speaking skills, and it helps enhance the health status of the state of Mississippi, and quite possibly, the entire united states of America.

Journal Entry #7

February 13th, 2003

Recall a time when you shared something you owned with someone else. Why did you share

I remember rather distinctly, this one time when I was in Elementary school, I had this one toy that nobody had. It was a toy car, and everyone thought it was the coolest thing in the whole wide world. Well, I shared it with my best friend at the time, Ericque. I trusted Ericque with my life. He was my “bestest” friend in the whole entire world. Yet, after playing with this toy on the playground, he accidentally dropped it off of the second story of the playground. I went down to search for it, but could never find it. I found it very hard, however, to forgive Ericque. In time, I did. 
Journal Entry #8
February 14th, 2003

Do you feel the pressure to have more money?
At times, I do feel the pressure to have more money. There are several factors that can lead to why people need to have more money, and namely, myself. I think, however, that the most prevalent pressure to have more money is derived from what is called “hanging out with friends.” Because of hanging out with friends, I feel a need to either purchase things, or spend money on gas, or food. Entertainment does not always have to cost money, but it is a reason to want money. I also get the pressure from my parents. But I feel that the biggest pressure that is upon me, financially, is from my parents. They definitely want me to be self-sufficient as soon as possible. 
Journal entry #10

Feb. 18th
Think about someone you know who seems to have a healthy perspective on money and possessions.

I think that someone that has a good perspective on money and possessions would be my grandfather. He doesn’t care much for money. He lives in an impoverished nation, where the government controls your career, and how much you make. But amidst all this, he still does his job. He could be a janitor, and still be making the same budget, but he chooses to be a doctor. Therefore, I feel that he has the best perspective. Also his children have become rich, and want to purchase him a new house, but he prefers his house. He prefers living where he does, therefore I feel that he has the best perspective on money and possessions. 

Journal entry #11
Feb. 19th
Tell the story of one of your own impulse spendings.

This one time, I was at the mall, and I went to the Gap. And they had all this great stuff. Especially stuff that I thought that I would use for school. So I spent nearly $80.00 at Gap. Then, I went to Banana Republic, and they had all these great dress clothes that I wanted for Speech. I decided that it was once in awhile, so I might as well indulge. And, well I did.


Journal entry #12 

Feb. 20th

Do you agree that we have no absolute right to private property?

I feel that the right to private property is not absolute. Although, I also feel that a person should be entitled to property and not be too restricted by the government. In the end, private property is an absolute right, although not guaranteed in the constitution, it is guaranteed in John Locke’s social contract. He feels that humans are endowed to the right of Life, Liberty, and Property. In having ownership, private property is justified to a certain means. However, many religious theorists believe that God loans people things, thus proprietorship rights are not justified in man. This however, is not my view on the subject matter.
Journal entry #13
February 24th, 2003
Have you ever asked, “Why is this happening to me?”
I do remember myself asking why I was in a situation before. Being in my family, I have very strict parents. They pushed me quite hard during all my years of schooling, now included. Well, back in third grade, I lived in New Orleans. I enjoyed things, and things were going good. Then, all of a sudden, things went bad. I moved up to Jackson, I switched to a new school, lost all my old friends, and could not find new ones in Jackson. It was a tough crowd, but somehow, I found myself adjusting. I didn’t really adjust until 6th or 7th grade, but all in all, it has been an interesting adjustment. I fear though, that things would NOT be the same now, as a result of my parents moving. That would be for sure.

Journal entry #14

February 25th, 2003

Write a response to this proposition: “It would be unjust for God to intervene in the cycles of nature.”

A lot of people question God and his works during natural disasters. God did not have to invent them, but there’s a reason that God did not create a perfect world. Because of Adam and Eve, God has told humans, that we must learn to Love God, and accept him for the things that he chooses to do. Not only do we have free will, but he does too. However, he does not choose to make us suffer, he chooses us to have freedom of thought, along with certain consequences.

Journal entry #15

February 26th, 2003

In your experience, what sexual issues seem to be most important to teenagers?
In my opinion, teenagers think about lots of different issues in terms of sexuality. The most prevalent issue amongst girls, however, would be certain issues. The key issues are that of rape, and teen pregnancy. Sexually transmitted infections used to be a big problem, however, they don’t seem to have the same interest in girls nowadays. As for guys, teenage pregnancy is the key issue. I feel as if most guys would enjoy sex, just not it’s repercussions. Thus, those are the key issues among teenagers in dealing with sexuality. A new topic that seems to begin to be heat of discussion amongst teenagers would be that of homosexual sexual activity, or bisexual activity. 
Journal entry #16

February 28th, 2003

List some other ways of appropriately releasing our emotions in grieving.
There are many ways to appropriately release our emotions during grieving. We must not, however be in a state of denial. If, for some reason, we are in a state of denial, we are not successfully getting past our problems. In my opinion, I feel that the best course of action to take, is to temporary seclude yourself from others, or only be around others whom have suffered the same loss. While with the group, or while by yourself, do things that would release the anger, in a constructive way. I, myself, like to compose music. After having blown off steam, reminisce upon the good times. By doing this, you can realize how much you loved this person, but how much, they will be taken care of when they reach the big man upstairs. Thus, by following these steps, one can successfully get past grieving. 
