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Symbols in Heart of Darkness


Conrad’s Heart of Darkness is considered as a work of literary genius. There are many elements of this novella that give itself the classification of literary masterpiece. One may find, however, that the most significant element of Heart of Darkness is the use of symbolism. There are many symbols in this book, however as one reads, one will find that most of the symbols are seen by the character “Marlow.” Marlow is a character whom gives work to several women. One of the very first symbols he sees is in one of the women that he hires. The first woman that Marlow hires is a very old, gothic looking creature. The symbols, however, would be the cat perched across her lap, her white scalp, and the wart. All these things, are first of all, good methods of imagery, but also, symbols that show the type of women that Marlow has to hire. Another form of symbolism that is found in the text is the use of italicized quotes that are in latin, dutch, or other romance languages. Examples of this would include; “morituri te salutant” or, “du calme, du calme, aideu.”  These quotes run free and wild throughout this entire book, and can easily be found. In fact, because there are so many, they bring so much significance to the book, and I would gladly view them as the most important symbols found in this novella. Finally, other symbols, are mainly miniscule things found on the ship. He refers to the “n-words” tied up, upon the ground. He also makes reference to the Chief accountant, whom he sees as a miracle. While the first chapter doesn’t exactly click, in terms of symbolism, they will prove to be important later in the novella. Thus, in conclusion, one can see the different forms of symbolism, through either Marlow and his women, the romance language quotes, and the miniscule things on the ship. 
