Does Brentley love Mrs. Louise Mallard?

In the film “The Joy that Kills” the initial action would cause the viewer to believe that Brentley, the wife of Mrs. Louise Mallard is a wonderful man. Mrs. Mallard explains of how it is only he whom can bring her the joy that she embellishes so dearly. This joy comes through a means of vicarious travels around the world, while remaining inside the walls of a French Quarter home. While Mrs. Mallard foreshadows Brentley, the viewer then builds up an expectation for Brentley to be a man whom loves Mrs. Louise Mallard. Finally, Brentley is brought into the picture. After a long day of waiting at home, Brentley comes home. When he arrives he does not seem entirely ecstatic. He does become ecstatic however, when he enters his office, and sees his aunt. He even was careful enough to kiss his aunt on the head, and not even his wife. The viewer will now begin to question Brentley in regards to any infidelities that he may be having with the aunt. Later, Mrs. Mallard explains that her condition is better and that she wishes to go out to see the world. Brentley, being the “control freak” that he is, does not want her to go out. Not even outside. He does this because he cares for her. Though he cares for her a lot, he just does not seem to love her as much. Though they seem like the same word all together, there is a differentiation. In caring, one merely expresses a concern for someone and desires an affable outcome in all scenarios. Taking a look at love however, the definition goes beyond that. In truth, Love is taking that caring, and taking it to another level. The reason that it is taken to another level is merely based on something called attraction, whether it’s physical or emotional attraction. Generally, love will include both. Brentley however, does not seem to love Mrs. Louise Mallard because he is not sensitive to her needs. He is merely “protecting” her because he needs her, and it seems sometimes that he needs her more than he cares about her well-being. The conclusion, though sad, proved that Brentley did not love Mrs. Louise Mallard. The way that the viewer realizes this is merely by looking in retrospect towards the entire course of action of the story. In the rising action leading up to the ironic climax, Louise Mallard realized that she did not love Brentley. Though the question asks in regards to Brentley to Louise, and not visa-versa, one may be confused. However, in finding a definition of love, I’ve come to realize that love is a mutual understanding, and in order for Mrs. Louise Mallard to not love Brentley, he had to not have loved her to begin with. Thus, in conclusion, based on the fact that Brentley did not show much concern for Mrs. Louise Mallard, and was jealous and overpowering, one may now conclude that Brentley did not love Mrs. Louise Mallard by my standards of a definition of love.
