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Do the following: Making connections 1-6 | Vocabulary study (1-4) | Expressing ideas - (keep it brief)

Making connections
1.) The poster that accompanies “Tintern Abbey” dates from 1931. Why do you think people might still be interested in this place 130 years or more after Wordsworth published his poem?


-The reason that Wordsworth published this poem was on the basis that “no poem of his was composed under circumstances more pleasant for him to remember than this.” Basically, he experienced bliss, he experienced literary inspiration, and thus, being in the state it is, the poster is a way for readers to visually understand why Wordsworth published his poem.

2.) What does Wordsworth seem to have gained from nature?


-He states that he encounters “thoughts of more deep seclusion.” Also, (with tranquil restoration) he states that he regains long lost feelings of pleasure. Not only memories of past pleasure, but pleasure in the present state as well. 

3.) Discuss some of the themes you find in Tintern Abbey.


-The themes found in this story are based on romantic ideas. They have a lot to do with nature, and escaping the busy life of a city. His underlying theme would be one of tranquility as opposed to the pressures of common civilization.

4.) “My Heart Leaps Up” is generally considered a summary of Wordsworth’s philosophy.  In your opinion, how does line 7 fit in with this philosophy?


-Line 7 establishes how innocent a child is. If one were to imagine a child being a father of the father himself, one could not envision this. Really, Wordsworth seems to have a proclivity to enjoy nature. This proclivity would therefore yield a philosophy of simplicity. A child, according to Wordsworth, possesses more simplicity than the father. Thus, in reality, the child is actually the father. Not the father himself.

5.) Do the ideas in “The World is Too Much with Us” apply to modern life? Explain.


-Yes. Most everyone nowadays seems to be engulfed in their work. This is the idea that William Wordsworth is trying to convey. He states in this poem that the world likes to lay waste with its powers. Today’s mindset is that the world is a technological advancement, so technology should be the ultimate philosophy for dictating human action. However, according to Wordsworth, he provides argumentation that nature ought be the new focus/philosophy. A lot more people are beginning to agree with Wordsworth, and therefore, the ideas in The World is Too Much with Us do apply to modern life.  

6.) What are the advantages and disadvantages of art focusing on the individual in this way?


-Past literature preceding Wordsworth’s writings were generally known to be broad. They focused on things in the literal and residual world. Wordsworth, however, has learned to romanticize his thoughts. Here, Wordsworth manages to transcend beyond the obvious, and reaches down to the inside individual thoughts. Advantages of doing this could be teaching non-conformity, and allowing persons to remain true. However, in this time of political and economic development for England, it is also important to manifest ideas that pertain to the betterment of the society. Individuality is good for an escape, however, in keeping order with society, societal welfare ought to be valued over individual rights.
Vocabulary Study
1.) A copse could be found in the ocean. - false

2.) A sylvan retreat will probably have mosquitoes. - true

3.) A vagrant teenager is likely to be on honor roll. - false

4.) “May I have a drink of water?” is an exhortation. - false

5.) A cataract is sure to be damp. - true

6.) A book with long, involved sentences and many hard words may add to a person’s feeling of perplexity. - true

7.) Green is the result of yellow and blue being interfused. - true

8.) If joy is mixed with sorrow, it is corporeal. - false

9.) A woman buying a heavy coat will find herself clad for cold weather. - true

10.) A police officer is likely to stop and chasten a speeding driver. - true
Keep it brief
A lyric poem such as “My Heart Leaps Up” is usually short, expresses some emotion and is highly personal. Try writing a lyric poem based on an entry from your journal or on some other topic you have been thinking about.

Guilty
Guiltiness is a plague that runs deep within my veins.

Now, our veil of innocence has been stained.

My ignorance has lead us to emotional pain,

But maybe she’ll know that “I can’t stand the rain.”

Please let me inside, I want to make amends.

I’ll stand here past when the inclimate weather ends.

Whether you’ll forgive me, well that depends,

But I’ll always love you, even if we’re only friends.

