Julian Vu
Mrs. Bishop

Composition 1

18 June 03

What ever happened to flying?


As a child, I recall that one of my most memorable experiences was that of my first flight. I can remember the moment I walked into the airport, intrigued and mesmerized by the large amount of people, but mainly, to actually see airplanes up close. I had seen them before on television shows and in the air, but I had never gotten to go on an airplane myself. Well, upon that day, I had to go through a little bit of trouble in order to do so. First, I had to go to the ticket counter with my parents and wait for an extremely long time. After which, we proceeded through security, and I was afraid to put Teddy, my teddy bear, through the x-ray machine. After having finished our security measures, I had to wait even more. It seemed to me at the time that flying had no impact on expediting matters, seeing as to how I had to wait so much. When I got into the airplane, I was then scared. I started thinking to myself, “What if the plane just all of a sudden drops?” I was petrified, yet I still managed to sit by the window. I finally got over my fear once we flew straight through the clouds. It was so fun, and so interesting. At that age, I thought I was flying through heaven, and the angels were just hiding from me. After having taken that flight, I have become an avid aficionado of flying, and I enjoy travel among other things. Looking at America and how their lives are affected by travel immensely, there must be an explanation for why we are afraid to travel in today’s day and age. 

To better understand this issue, we must take a look at possible events that might have scared America out of travel. The first one that may come to mind when pondering upon this issue might be the event of the terrorist attacks that occurred on September 11th, 2001. On this day, three airplanes were collaboratively hijacked in attempts of using the airplanes as kamikaze bombers to attack important American facilities. Obviously, the incident regarding the World Trade Center comes to mind, however, there were actually two other planes, one that crashed into the Pentagon, and one that was headed en route for Washington, DC. In America’s past, we have never seen such an act occur upon mainland. America was regarded as one of the safest nations in the United States. Now, having had these attacks, Americans have lost a large part of their sense of security. Thus, because of all terrorist hijacking of planes including and focusing on the events of September 11th, America has now lost a sense of security, and as a result, their desire to travel by air.

We as Americans however, cannot just blame the events of September 11th. Despite the amount of people who traveled after September 11th decreasing rapidly, there were still many American travelers whom were resilient, and stated that “they don’t give a damn about Al Qaeda, they’re not afraid to fly.” These Americans, however, are hard working Americans whom know the travel system, and know that the Federal Aviation Administration and the United States Government will do what they can to resolve the matter adequately and efficiently. However, there is another thing that stops these travelers, and this thing  that is stopping travelers is our economy. When September 11th hit, our economy was already in the second stage of recession. After September 11th, airlines lost a lot of customers, and tried numerous attempts at trying to sway travelers into flying, such as cheaper flights, or free upgrades. In attempts to bring these amenities to travelers, fact is fact, America was still afraid to travel. Then, a lot of airlines struggled. United to this day is still fighting off their status of Chapter 11 bankruptcy. American Airlines has recently filed bankruptcy. With a lot of airlines in the hole, they cannot sway American into travel again. The travel industry made up a large part of our economy, and with that in downfall, all of our economy will be in downfall. Air travel was the means in which the United States Postal Service sent it’s mail across the United States, it was a means in which Doctors could meet at conventions, or a means for businessmen and women to conduct business. Now, with lesser and lesser money, air travel is undesireable, and only done if absolutely necessary.

Looking back at the adverse affects of the economy and September 11th, we can now state that America is afraid to travel because of possible acts of terrorism such as September 11th, and that America is afraid to travel because it is now too expensive. Perhaps one day, America can regain it’s prized state of travel flow, however for now, we must wait for terrorism to lighten up, and for airlines to lighten prices. 
