First Midterm Study Guide
Buddhism
Was founded in India around 534 BCE by Siddartha Gautama. Significance: One of India’s three major religions. Would continue to influence southeast asia. Believed that to live was to suffer, desire is the cause of suffering, there are ways to end suffering.
Laozi
Chinese sage that lived during the 6TH Century BCE. Founder of Daoism. 
Eunuchs

A person who has been castrated. Example is Sima Qian.
Confucianism

(founded by Kong Fuzi 551-479bce). Wrote Analects. Idology of junzi (citizens whom contribute to society.)
Bhagavad Gita

was a conversation between arjuna and Krishna (whom later became a god.)
Legalism

Was the third of three doctrines in China. It focused mainly on the state. Was found by Shang Yang
Dao

Dao is like water, dump the bucket of water, and it finds its own way.
Sima Qian

Helped develop legalism, and was loyal to emperor qin. Became a Eunuch.
Samsara

In Hinduism, it’s the wheel of rebirth. It is used to determine the afterlife of someone.
Kong Fuzi

Was a minor official in China. Became the Founder of Confucianism. Wrote Analects. 
Achaemenid

First Persian Empire. Spanned across current middle east from turkey to Pakistan. Would become basis for Roman empire.Led by cyrus then darius.
Augustus

Ruler of Rome from 31 BCE until 14 CE. Pax Romana. Really named Octavian.
Jainism

mtDNA

mitochondrial deoxyribonucleic acid  (7 women in Africa) mt meaning passed down from mother.
Junzi

People whom contribute to the welfare of the state. Basis of Confucianism.
Thebes

Was the political center of Egypt. Located in upper Egypt. 
Bantu

is a made up word. Group of Africans that shared a common language. After eating fish, they grew taller. 
Zarathustra

Persian prophet. Founder of common day Zoroastrianism. 
Castes

A class system in India. People are born into this class system, and cannot change classes.
Nok

Civilization in Ancient Africa. Famous for developing methods of smelting iron.
Aryans

They migrated from Persia/current day Iran. They were in charge of writing Vedas, developing Caste System, and starting Hinduism.
Olmecs

Means “the rubber people” Civilization in central America. They learned to grow staples such as corn and beans in a land that was hot, rainy, and humid/high desert.
Darius

Second leader of Achaemenid Persia. Built up Persepolis and ruled by toleration. Allowed outsiders to reside so long as they paid taxes. 
Queen Hatshepsut

The longest reigning female pharaoh of Egypt. 
Sanskrit

Sacred language of the Aryans. 
Hieroglyphs

Ancient Egyptian language. 
Pericles

Was the leader of Athens. During a war between Sparta and Athens, Pericles gave one of the greatest speeches in the world, but Athens still lost. 
Memphis

Was the political center. Near Giza. 
Xerxes

Became Emperor of Persia. He replaced Darius, and rejected Darius’ idea of toleration. He also tried to invade Greece.
Kshatriya

Warrior and Nobles classification of the caste system
Neolithic

New stone age. (10,000-4,000 BCE.) Marked by discovery and mastery of agriculture. 
Lex talionis

law of direct retribution (eye for an eye). Was the law in Mesopotamia under Hammurabi.
Osiris

Ancient Egyptian god. He represented the forces of nature.
Hammurabi

Was a leader of Mesopotamia or Babylonian empire. He was considered greatest leader, for implementation of Hammurabi’s code, heavily based on Lex talionis.
Staple

Basic plants dependent to the welfare of life. (Corn, Rice, Beans.)
Akhenaton

Egyptian pharaoh that ruled from 1380-1362 B.C. Famous for instituting a form of monotheism in Egypt.
Book of the dead

Cuneiform

Written language of the Sumerians. Probably first written script in the world.
Australopithecus

Oldest known ancestor of humans. Walked in hind legs, lived 1,000,000BP.
Gilgamesh

King of Uruk in Mesopotamia. (3000 bce) World’s oldest complete literary epic was written about him “Epic of Gilgamesh.”
“Lucy”

AL-288-1. Skeleton of a woman found 100 miles northeast of Addis Abada in Africa. Oldest skeleton found, she died 3.5 million years ago.

Pax Romana

Roman Peace. During rule of Augustus, he ended civil troubles. Lasted 2.5 centuries.
Punctuated equilibria

The idea that evolution did not happen in a constant rate of change, rather in steps in which a change would be sudden, then remain for many years. 
Amon-Re

Egyptian god. Represented a culmination of the Air god-Amon, and the Sun God, Re. 
Cultigen – a domesticated plant that does not drop its seed, and is dependent upon humans for reproduction

