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Why America should not have declared war on Iraq


This past year of 2003 was a year in which the United States entered a war on Iraq. Claiming that Saddam Hussein was being an oppressive ruler and that he held a threat upon the United States, President George W. Bush felt that it was imperative to act upon Iraq. Thus, the United States entered a military war with Iraq that at first proved to be victorious, but later returned results that made skeptics question the legitimacy of having entered war with Iraq. Looking at America’s actions, one may ask if legislators and Federal administration have made a wise decision, or a fatal error. To answer this question, one must consider the fact that the United States went to war based on economic greed, the fact that the United States went to war without the multilateral approval of the United Nations, and the fact that the current aftermath of war is hammering the United State’s success rate. Based on these three reasons, one should be able to see that America’s declaration of war on Iraq was a mistake.


 Before going into the war, there were several problems with the United States. The first apparent problem was that of our nation’s economy. Ever since 2001, the United States had been hit hard from the bust of the dot-com era. Republicans promised a turnaround from the recession; all they could produce was Bush and his administration. As if the year 2001 needed anything worse, an attack was made on the United States by Islamic terrorist groups. On the day of September 11th, the United States was hit hard. Bush then put aside all issues of the United States, and changed to a mindset of foreign policy. In changing to Foreign Policy, Bush forgets of his duties as Chief of Staff and essentially goes after what a Texan would naturally go after; oil. The war on Iraq was thus a dichotomy. It was claimed to have been a war to “free the Iraqi people” while really that was simply a façade, and a way to attain Iraqi oil. In no way does attaining Iraqi oil fix our nation’s problems. There will still be problems of illiteracy, crime, and economic crisis. Historian George F. Kennan argues that the military-industrial complex and the dependence on foreign oil are things that affect directly the country’s ability to conduct a purposeful and effective diplomacy (Kennan 19).  He continues in saying that a dependency on Arab oil is essentially a depletion of our nation’s independence, and also shows our nation’s lack of desire to conserve energy. With our nation in turmoil, and Bush fighting the war for wrong reasons, what other reason could there be to view the war as a mistake?


When the United States declared war on Iraq, it had been after a series of nuclear weapons checks performed by a team of United Nations nuclear weapons specialists. While the United Nations could not find any nuclear weapons, the United States was not convinced. In fact, the United States still wished to seek war on Iraq. It was then that Bush gave a speech to the United Nations seeking aid for war. The only ally they could find was the nation of Great Britain (Francis 1). In fact, China, a member of the Security Council along with the nations of Japan, Philippines, and New Zealand denied support, and called for restraint from the United Nations (1). Even Australia, one of America’s long standing allies and supporters could not express any signs of affirmation towards acknowledging the war on Iraq (1). It is thus evident that the War on Iraq was simply a greedy move by the United States that disregarded any attempts towards diplomacy with Iraq. 

There is one final stipulation of the war in which the United States never anticipated; the aftermath. Something that the United States apparently failed to learn from the Vietnamese war was that guerilla warfare could not be defeated. The United States dared to declare a victory when they believed that Saddam was out of office, and when fighting ceased. Unfortunately, after having declared a victory, fighting still takes place, and more and more soldiers are dying in Iraq, even after the war. Former Secretary of State, Madeleine K. Albright states that “it is imperative that the missions in Afghanistan and Iraq actually be completed before victory is once again declared (Albright 18).” By this, she means that the Bush administration is quick to claim victory so as to appease the wants of the nation. Unfortunately, the war continues, and due to guerilla warfare, the war will continue on for a long period of time. In recent events, two soldiers were killed and fifty-two wounded in a recent car-bombing in Iraq (CNN Online). Occurrences like the car-bombing have been prevalent recently despite the war being declared over. What the bottom line is, America is wasting it’s tax-money in frivolous defense spending, and the only thing that comes out of it are more fatalities. 

Looking back and comparing the pros and cons of this war, one must now weigh the options. First of all, it is acknowledged by most Americans that Saddam Hussein is leader of an evil regime and must not be allowed to abuse his power outside of Iraq. Despite the fact that Saddam is anti-American, and potentially a threat, the facts remain that the United States has no need to go to war other than in petroleum interests. Also, the United States never had any multilateral support from the United Nations, nor did they anticipate the horror of the aftermath of the war. It is for these three reasons that the United States should have never entered war with Iraq. The cons outweigh the pros, and all that is left to do is for the United States to clean up its mess in Iraq before things get any worse. 
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